
Poetry Café Celebrating African American Poets 

In recognition of February being Black History Month, students at King Spring Elementary are 

participating in poetry cafes throughout the month of February. As a whole class, we will learn about Maya 

Angelou and one of her poems, “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me.” Students will analyze the poem, discuss rhyme and 

rhythm, figurative language, theme, structure, etc. In class, the students will create a collaborative poster and 

each student will write a poem based on Angelou’s poem.  

In addition, your student has the option of researching an African American poet of his/her choice. Your 

student will create a poster or presentation of some type and share it during our poetry café.  

Research and poster/presentation construction will take place outside of school.  All poster projects will 

be due Monday, February 26, 2018.  Our poetry café will take place on Wednesday, February 28, 2018 from 

8:00-9:00am. Parents are welcome to attend. 

Expectations 

1. Students will collect at least 10 facts about his/her chosen poet.  

2. Students will write a biography report based on the facts about the poet using complete sentences with 

proper grammar and punctuation. This report will be on their poster/presentation. 

3. Students will choose a favorite poem by their chosen author to display on the poster/presentation.  Poem 

should be appropriate topic and content for 5th grade students.  

4. Students will make sure to find and include a picture of their poet display on the poster/presentation.  

5. The poster/presentation is neat and attractive. 

6. Students will share their poster/presentation at our poetry café.  

I hope many students will choose to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to learn about some amazing 

individuals and share their learning with us at our poetry café. Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have 

any questions! 

 


